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ABSTRACT 
Traditional American values relate to the customary standards and values which most Americans clung from the 
very initiation as a nation and throughout the most part of its history. It has been a common belief that these 
traditional values occupied a great deal of what rendered America a great and independent nation. Traditional 
historical American values have in the past included values such as nobility, gentility and the roles people had taken 
in their lives underwent changes in the twentieth century. Tennessee Williams’ play A Streetcar Named Desire 
provides a vivid and saddening portrayal of how the above-mentioned American traditional values, which have for a 
long part been the foundation of American nation. This paper attempts to discover how Williams describes the loss 
of such values that have been serving as the function of cement in keeping the Americans together.      
 
